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unrewarded. Have not the misguided Socialists and the wicked Free 
Masons failed in their misdirected efforts to establish international 
peace? Why not try Pope Benedict? 

Amos S. Hershey. 



L'ltalia e V Austria in Guerra. By Professor Enrico Catellani. Fir- 
enze: G. Barbera. 1917. pp. 136. Lire, 2.50. 

Professor Catellani's pamphlet was published, so the author states 
in the preface, to combat the common impression that in their methods 
of waging war the Austrians are less barbarous than their allies. It 
differs from most of the many recent pamphlets on "atrocities" in 
that scholarly and conservative reasoning is combined with simple 
and popular style. The clarity of thought, the simplicity of gram- 
matical construction, and the absence of the labored style often found 
in Italian legal discussions makes this pamphlet easy reading even for 
those who read ordinary Italian only with difficulty. 

The principal topics taken up by Professor Catellani are Italy's 
justification for the declaration of war upon Austria, methods and 
instrumentalities for waging war, the treatment of prisoners and 
wounded, the government of occupied territory, and reprisals. There 
is practically no discussion of legal principles, the author confining 
his work to the relation of breaches of unquestioned laws and customs 
of war and of the conventions of The Hague. Many of the acts re- 
lated would have caused mental shock to readers four years ago; at 
the present time they would not arouse particular interest, since they 
are not in kind different from those related of the Germans time and 
again in our newspapers and periodicals. The evidence is merely 
cumulative. There is the same use of gas, the same use of expanding 
and explosive bullets, the same unnecessary bombardment of hospitals 
and undefended cities, the same destruction of merchant ships by 
submarines without warning, the same use of noncombatants as shields 
against attack, the same simulated surrender, the same ill treatment of 
wounded, the same refusal of quarter, the same levies and requisitions 
upon territory temporarily occupied, and the same sack and pillage. 
The author further complains of the needless killing of the wounded 
and the killing of unarmed prisoners after the acceptance of their sur- 
render and the close of the combat. 

Professor Catellani's pamphlet is now particularly timely in view of 
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the declaration of war by the United States upon Austria and in view 
of the invasion of Italian territory by the armies of the Central Powers. 

Nelson Gammans. 

The Immediate Causes of the Great War. By Oliver Perry Chitwood. 
New York: Thomas Y. Crowell Co. 1917. pp. xii, 196. $1.35 
net. 

Though the literature concerning the causes of the Great War is, 
as is generally understood, rather overabundant, so much so that when 
one picks up a new volume on this subject, one does it with a certain 
sense of doubt and a small amount at least of suspicion, doubt as to 
its adding anything new and suspicion as to its bias, yet there is un- 
doubtedly a place for such a brief summary as Professor Chitwood 
suggests for the sake of the college student who has not the time to 
devote to the study of the more extended statements. It is to meet 
this need that this book strives to be different from its predecessors, 
and it is by no means unsuccessful in the role of a well-condensed 
manual of the immediate causes of the war. 

It rests entirely for its principal story upon the official documents 
from the governments involved in the war; it is, in fact, as the publisher 
characterizes it, "a digest of the published correspondence of the 
Powers." Only the first chapter, "Some Indirect Causes," in which 
Mr. Chitwood summarily reviews the last forty years of diplomacy, 
is based upon secondary material, mainly the larger works on this same 
topic and those on recent European history. Selections must neces- 
sarily be made when a writer uses such a great mass of documents, 
and this selecting has apparently been done in a spirit of fairness con- 
sistent with the high standard of historical accuracy shown throughout, 
and the emphasis placed upon facts, and facts only, without partisan 
interpretations. 

There are three chapters on the Serbian phase, followed by two 
on the Efforts to Prevent War and on Efforts to Isolate the War, which 
with the one following on the Broadening of the War Area to include 
Russia are quite successful, on the whole, in giving the essential facts 
clearly. Equally so are those on Great Britain's Entry into the War, 
on Belgian Neutrality and, in general, those on Turkey and Japan, 
on Italy and on the Lesser Belligerents (Bulgaria, Portugal, Roumania). 
The United States is not mentioned. 



